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When once the State is conceived as a moral person
it is comparatively easy to indicate the line which
should be pursued in order that the character of the
State may be wisely developed.
o (A) The State, as a person, should aim at
being a good neighbour to other States, and
those who control its activities should see that this
is carefully kept in view. A man is not a good neigh-
bour who is constantly interfering in the affairs of
other people, and thinks he can manage their dress-
ing, their feeding, and the upbringing of their chil-
dren better than they can themselves; even if he is
right there is a danger that he may be offensive, and
do more harm than good. On the other hand the
doctrine of non-intervention may be carried too
far; there are cases where the violence of the hus-
band, or the cruelty of parents, calls for the inter-
ference of neighbours to protect the weak; and it is
to the discredit of neighbours if they are indifferent
to these things altogether. In a similar fashion it
is discreditable to a great nation, which has the
power to prevent the continuance of anarchy and
disorder in another territory, if it scrupulously holds
its hand and leaves the neighbouring country to
work out its own salvation. In neither case can a
definite rule be laid down; but the general will of
a nation may decide that it is a duty to use its in-
fluence to promote the triumph of law and order.
The general will of the United States came to the
decision that there was a call for their country to